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MEETINGS
The 4th International Congress on Amino Acids will be held in
Vienna, Austria on August 7—11, 1995. Abstract deadline is April
30, 1995; they will be published in Amino Acids. Housing and
travel information will be given by American Express Vienna, Mr.
Thomas Wagner, telephone: x43.1.515 11 401, FAX: x43.1.515 11
555. For further information, contact Prof. Dr. Gert Lubec,
CChem, FRSC, University of Vienna, Department of Paediatrics,
Wahringer Gurtel 18, A-1090 Vienna, Austria. FAX: x43.1.40400
3238.
The Kidney: Structure and Function in Health and Disease, a
Symposium Honoring Homer W. Smith on the 100th Anniversaty of
his birth, will be held in Mount Desert Island, Maine on August
16—19, 1995. The symposium is being organized by K.W. Beyen-
bach, B.M. Brenner, F. Kinne-Saffran, R.K.H. Kinne, and Y.
Natochin, and is sponsored by Merck. Topics will include: the
Smith legacy to renal physiology and clinical nephrology; anatomy
and pathology of the kidney and tubular cells; glomerular filtra-
tion in health and disease; excretion of urea; mechanisms and
molecular biology of tubular transport excretion of water-sodium
excretion and sodium balance; acid-base balance; and strategies
for interrupting progressive renal diseases. A limited number of
travel awards will be available for young investigators; applica-
tions from women and minority groups are particularly encour-
aged. For further information, contact Daniela Magdefessel,
Max-Planck-Institut für molekulare Physiologie, Postfach 10 26
64, 44026 Dortmund, Germany. Telephone: 49 231 1206481;
FAX: 49 231 1206494.
The 6th International Workshop on Developmental Nephrology
will be held on August 23—25, 1995 at Airlie House in Airlie,
Virginia. The Workshop is intended to provide a comprehensive
review of renal developmental physiology and cell and molecular
biology and renal growth. Topics will include renal embryogenesis
and differentiation, receptors and cell signaling, cell effecters,
vasoactive agents, growth factors, renal maldevelopment and
developmental pathophysiology. For further information, please
contact Robert L. Chevalier, M.D., Department of Pediatrics, Box
386, University of Virginia School of Medicine, Charlottesville,
Virginia 22908, USA. Telephone: (804) 924-5093/FAX: (804)
924-5093.
The Tenth Congress of the International Pediatric Nephrology
Association will be held in Santiago, Chile on August 27—Septem-
ber 1, 1995. It is organized by the International Pediatric Nephrol-
ogy Association. Topics will include: molecular and cell biology of
kidney development; strategies in the study of inherited diseases;
hormonal disturbances in CRF; channels and transporters; and
mechanisms of glomerular injury. The deadline for abstract
submission is February 28, 1995. For further information, please
contact the Congress Secretariat, Av. Ricardo Lyon 988, Provin-
dencia, Santiago, Chile. Telephone: (56.2) 204 7263; FAX: (56.2)
205 0032.
The 35th Annual Scientific Symposium on Kidney Disease, spon-
sored by the National Kidney Foundation of Southern California,
will be held in Universal City, California on September 16, 1995.
Individual sessions will be held for physicians, dietitians, nurses,
social workers and technicians. Physicians are able to report up to
6.5 hours of Category 1 CME credits by attending. For further
information, contact Johanna Goldberg, Program Manager, Na-
tional Kidney Foundation of Southern California, 5777 W. Cen-
tury Blvd., Suite 1450, Los Angeles, California 90045-7404. Tele-
phone: (310) 641-8152; FAX: (310) 641-5246.
Clinical Hypertension in Nephrology, an International sympo-
sium, will be held in Vibo Valentia, Italy on September 20—23,
1995. Invited and selected topics will include: hypertensive mech-
anisms in primary renal diseases; renal hemodynamics in human
hypertension; hypertension, hypotension and autonomic dysfunc-
tion in hemodialysis and CAPD patients; and myocardial disease
and cardiac ischemia in CRF. Abstract submission deadline is
June 30. For further information, contact C. Zoccali, M.D.,
Centro di Fisiologia Clinica e Divisione di Nefrologia, Via Sbarre
Inferiori 39, 89100 Reggio Cal, Italy. FAX: 0039 965 56005.
Renal Protection/Preventative Nephrology is an international
symposium to be held in Portsmouth, Hampshire, United King-
dom on September 20—22, 1995, under the auspices of the
International Society of Nephrology. Topics will include: renal
physiology, hypertensive/ischemic nephropathy; UTI and pyelo-
nephritis, ARF; urinary stone disease; nutrition; interstitial, toxic
and metabolic nephropathies; progression of CRF; glomerulone-
phritis; lipids and disease; pharmaceutical strategies in treat-
ment; and pediatric renal disease. For further information,
contact Dr. G. Venkat Raman, M.D., FRCP, Consultant Nephrol-
ogist, St. Mary's Hospital, Portsmouth, England P03 6AD,
United Kingdom. Telephone: (0) 1705-866142; FAX: (0) 1705-
866117.
The 7th International Conference of the Society of Minimally
Invasive Therapy will be held in Portland, Oregon on September
21—23, 1995. For further information, contact Dotter Interven-
tional Institute, Oregon Health Sciences University, L-342, 3181
Sam Jackson Park Road, Portland, Oregon 97201, USA. Tele-
phone: (503) 494-3918; FAX: (503) 494-4258.
Symposium on Health Care Delivery in End Stage Renal Failure
for the 1990s and Beyond will be held in St. Catherines, Ontario,
Canada on September 23rd, 1995. For further information, please
contact June Manning, 190 Ontario Street, St. Catharines, On-
tario, Canada L2R 51(9. Fax: (905) 684-5577.
Forefronts in Nephrology: Phosphate
This symposium, which is sponsored by the International Soci-
ety of Nephrology, will be held September 24—28, 1995, in
Seelisberg, Switzerland. Topics will include: molecular aspects of
phosphate transport, the role of the phosphate group in regula-
tion of cellular activities and physiological and pathophysiological
mechanisms involved in controlling phosphate homeostasis. At-
tendance is limited to 80 persons. A limited number of travel
awards are available for young investigators. For further informa-
tion contact Dr. Heini Murer or Dr. Jurg Biber, Institute of
Physiology, University of Zurich, Winterthurerstrasse 190, CH-
8057 Zurich, Switzerland. Telephone: (01) 257 5031; FAX: (01)
364 05 64.
An International Symposium on Prevention and Treatment of
Chronic Renal Failure will be held in Erevan, Armenia on
September 25—27, 1995. Topics to be included are: epidemiology
of kidney diseases, conservative management of CRF, prevention
of diabetic nephropathy, renal osteodystrophy and preventative
treatment, optimization of erythropoietin and HD therapy, and
transplantation. There will also be a panel discussion on 'Lessons
from Rescue Operations' by physicians who were involved in
emergency relief of the 1988 earthquake in Armenia. For further
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information, contact Prof. Dr. M.E. De Broe, Scientific Secretar-
iat, University Hospital Antwerp, Wilrijkstraat 10, B-2650 Ede-
gem/Antwerp, Belgium. Telephone: 32.3.829.11.11 Ext. 1421;
FAX: 32.3.829.01.00.
The 13th Annual Meeting of the International Society of Blood
Purification will be held in Kyongju, Korea on September 27—29,
1995. Topics will include: all types of therapeutic blood purifica-
tion, such as hemodialysis, hemofiltration, peritoneal dialysis,
adsorption and apheresis, immunological and metabolic re-
sponses to artificial extracorporeal treatment, blood banking, and
new trends in membrane research. For further information,
contact Dr. Hi Bahi Lee, Hyonam Kidney Laboratory, Soon Chun
Hyang University, 657 Hannam Dong, Yongsan Koo, Seoul
140-743, Korea. Telephone: 82-2-792-6657; FAX: 82-2-792-5812.
IVlnternational Congress of the PanAmerican Society for Dialysis
and Transplantation will be held in Mexico City, Mexico on
November 1—4, 1995. Topics will include: extracorporeal dialysis,
CAPD, hemofiltration, artificial organs, transplantation, immu-
nology and immunosuppression, and other aspects of transplan-
tation. For further information, contact the Sociedad PanAmeri-
cana de Dialysis y Trasplante, Villalongin 152, P.B., Col.
Cuauhtemoc, C.P. 06500, Mexico, D.F. Mexico.
The 45th Annual Scientific Meeting of the National Kidney
Foundation will be held in San Diego, California on November
3—5, 1995 at the California Convention Center. The meeting will
offer participants a better understanding of the pathogenesis,
diagnosis, cure, and prevention of kidney diseases. Program
highlights include: the role of the nephrologist in the managed
care setting, current concepts in renal allograft loss, advances in
transplant immunology, and the importance of credentialling for
nephrologists. For registration information, please call Donna
Fingerhut at (800) 622-9010, or write to the National Kidney
Foundation, 30 E. 33rd Street, New York, NY 10016.
The 1995 Annual Meeting of the American Society of Nephrology
will be held on November 5—8, 1995 in San Diego, California. For
further information, contact the American Society of Nephrology,
1200 19th Street NW, Suite 300, Washington D.C. 20036-2401,
USA. Telephone: (202) 857-1190; FAX: (202) 223-4579.
The International Conference on CRRT will be held on Novem-
ber 8—10, 1995 in San Diego, California. Topics will include:
techniques of CRRT, outcome, use in non-renal applications, and
the future of CRRT. For further information contact Shirley
Kolkey, Complete Conference Management, 1660 Hotel Circle
North, #220, San Diego, California 92108, USA. Telephone:
(619) 299-6673; FAX: (619) 299-6675.
ASNAdvances in Basic Science: The Immunologic Basis of Renal
Disease—Paradigtns for the 21st Century is a biomedical scientist's
meeting sponsored by the American Society of Nephrology, and
will be held in San Diego, California on November 8—11, 1995.
Scientists from basic immunology and allied fields with problems
in immunologic injury are encouraged to participate. The target
audience is young trainees and physician-scientists interested in
the immunobiology of the nephritogenic immune response and
transplantation. For further information, contact Ms. Mary Wall
Hood, American Society of Nephrology, 1200 19th Street, NW,
Suite 300, Washington, D.C. 20036-2401 USA. Telephone: (202)
857-1190; FAX: (202) 223-4579.
Thailand Seminars in Nephrology will be held in Pattaya, Thai-
land on December 3—4, 1995, just prior to the Asian Pacific
Congress of Nephrology (December 5—9, Hong Kong). Abstracts
and invited lectures will be published in the American Journal of
Nephrology as a supplement issue. For further information, please
contact Prasit Futrakul, Department of Pediatrics, Chulalongkorn
Hospital, Rama 4 Road, Bangkok 10330, Thailand, FAX: 662-
2541931, 662-2564511.
The 6th Asian Pacific Congress will be held in Hong Kong on
December 5—9, 1995. A wide range of current topics in general
nephrology, dialysis and transplantation, including those of spe-
cial relevance to the Asian Pacific region will be covered. Abstract
deadline is July 31, and a limited number of travel grants for
young investigators will be available. For further information,
please contact the Congress Secretariat: Gardiner-Caidwell Com-
munications Ltd., 2403 Tung Wai Bldg., 109-111 Gloucester
Road, Wan-chai, Hong Kong. Telephone: (852) 25193083; FAX:
(852) 25198072.
The 8th Berliner Dialyseseminar will be held in Berlin, Germany
on December 8—9, 1995. Invited lecturers will present basic
knowledge on the entire field of renal replacement therapy. For
further information, contact Prof. Dr. Klaus Schaefer, St. Joseph-
Krankenhaus-Med. Abt. II, Baumerplan 24, 12101 Berlin, Ger-
many. Telephone: 030.7882.2379; FAX: 030.7882.2669.
The Second European Peritoneal Dialysis Meeting will be held in
Gent, Belgium on March 28—29, 1996. The scientific program will
include state-of-the-art lectures on PD solutions, adequacy of PD,
cardiovascular problems and the biology of the peritoneum. There
will also be free communications sessions, poster presentations
and CME sessions. For further information please contact the
Scientific Secretariate (Mrs. J. Verslycken), Renal Division, Uni-
versity Hospital, De Pintelaan, 185, B-9000 Gent, Belgium. Tele-
phone: +32-9-240 45 24; FAX: +32-9-240 45 99.
The 13th International Congress/MIE 96 will be held in Copen-
hagen, Denmark on August 19—22, 1996. The program consists of
scientific plenary, parallel and poster sessions, workshops, tutori-
als, and demonstrations with a special emphasis on human facets
in application of information technologies in health care. A call
for papers and registration will be distributed in August 1995. For
more information, please add your name to the mailing list at:
MIE 96, do DIS Congress Service Copenhagen AJS, Herlev
Ringvej 2c, DK-2730 Herlev, Denmark. Telephone: +45 44 92 44
92; FAX: +45 44 92 50 50; E-mail address; mie96@risoe.dk.
Alternatively, subscribe to the list mie96-1 with a message to
maiser@risoe.dk. Include "subscribe mie96-1" in the body of the
message. Web Server address is http://www.risoe.dk.mie96.html.
The 14th Annual Meeting of the International Society of Blood
Purification (ISBP) will be held in Paris, France on September
25—27, 1996. Topics will include immunoadsorption, clinical ef-
fects of dialysis membrane compatibility, outlooks into future
modes of organ replacement, as well as oral/poster presentations
on all aspects of clinical, technical, immunological and metabolic
blood purification methods. For further information, please con-
tact Prof. C. Jacobs, Service de Néphrologie, Hopital de La Pitié
- 83, Boulevard de l'Hôpital, 75013 Paris, France. FAX: 331 44 23
99 84.
The 10th International Conference on Psychonephrology will be
held in New York City, USA on October 18—20, 1996. The latest
psychosocial and ethical developments in understanding and care
of patients on forms of dialysis and recipients of renal transplants
will be discussed in plenary sessions, small group meetings and
Free Communications. Abstract deadline is August 1, 1996.
Topics will include: patient's perception of care, the national
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political agenda and its impact on delivery of services, rationing
medical care, short-term limited psychotherapy for patients with
renal failure, spirituality, non-compliance for patients with renal
failure, and a debate on the rationing of nephrological treatment.
For further information, contact Norman B. Levy, M.D., Director,
Liaison Psychiatry Division, New York Medical College, Valhalla,
New York 10595, USA. Telephone: (914) 285-8424; FAX: (914)
285-1965.
The 1996 Annual Meeting of the American Society of Nephrology
will be held in New Orleans, Louisiana on November 3—6, 1996.
For further information, contact the American Society of Ne-
phrology, 1200 19th Street NW, Suite 300, Washington, D.C.
20036-2401, USA. Telephone: (202) 857-1190; FAX: (202) 223-
4579.
The 1997 Annual Meeting of the American Society of Nephrol-
ogy will be held in San Antonio, Texas on November 2—5, 1997.
For further information, contact the American Society of Ne-
phrology, 1200 19th Street NW, Suite 300, Washington, D.C.
20036-2401, USA. Telephone: (202) 857-1190; FAX: (202) 223-
4579.
International Biopsy Registry
The International Biopsy Registry has moved to the Mesothe-
hal and Peritoneal Research Centre at the Lister Research
Laboratories of the Univeresity Department of Surgery in Edin-
burgh Royal Infirmary, Scotland, United Kingdom. The Registry
collects and microscopically examines biopsy specimens of pen-
toneum from patients who are on peritoneal dialysis around the
world. The long-term effects of therapy on the living membrane is
monitored. For further information, contact Dr. Jim Dobble at:
131 536 3825.
ABIM and Board Eligibility
The American Board of Internal Medicine is planning to
undertake a complete review of its policies concerning Board
Eligibility. The ABIM anticipates that revised Board Eligibility
policies will be announced by December 31, 1996. In the interim,
the rules concerning the duration and re-establishment of the
Board Eligible status will be suspended. All candidates with this
status will continue to be regarded as Board Eligible and therefore
able to sit for the Certifying Examinations in internal medicine or
the subspecialties. However, the Board's Qualifying Examination,
developed to re-establish Board Eligibility, will not be offered.
Candidates who have questions about this policy should contact
the American Board of Internal Medicine, 3624 Market Street,
Philadelphia, PA 19104-2675, (1-800-441-2246).
The International Study of Genetic Renal Diseases (ISGRD)
The last decade has seen the development of technical and
conceptual advances that have made possible the localization and
identification of human disease genes. The mutated genes in
Alport syndrome, X-linkecl nephrogenic diabetes insipidus, auto-
somal dominant polycystic kidney disease (PKD1) and cystinosis
have been identified. Still there remain a large number of
inherited diseases of the kidney for which genetic localization and
disease gene identification are lagging. The rate limiting step in
the achievement of genetic localization for many of these disor-
ders is the availability of a sufficient number of well characterized
families with an adequate number of meloses.
The aim of ISGRD is to bring together a group of clinicians,
geneticists, cellular and molecular biologists, interested in the
study of inherited renal diseases, and enroll them in a concerted
effort designed to accomplish the following objectives:
A) identify and register a sufficient number of patients with
phenotypically well defined inherited renal diseases deemed to be
or to become the subject of scientific inquiry;
B) initiate or facilitate collaborative studies by ISGRD of
specific inherited renal diseases;
C) foster exchange of information among the participants;
D) disseminate the results of the collaborative studies;
E) serve as a resource to investigators whose research activities
are consistent with the goals of the ISGRD.
The initial objective, which has already been accomplished,
entailed the establishment of an electronic data-base. "KidBase"
may be accessed via the World Wide Web (WWW) using one of
several software programs (Mosaic, Netscape or MacWeb). The
URL (address) is: http://www.gdb.org/kidbase.html. So far, entry
forms are on-line for: Bartter's syndrome, cystinuria, and
Laurence-Moon-Bardet-Biedi syndrome. Soon, other conditions
will be added: autosomal recessive polycystic renal disease
(ARPKD), brachio-oto-renal syndrome (Melnick-Fraser syn-
drome), cystinosis, diffuse mesangial sclerosis, distal renal tubular
acidosis, dysencephalia splanchocystica (Meckel-Gruber syn-
drome), nail-patella syndrome, and nephrogenic diabetes insipi-
dus. Any clinician can enter data into KidBase, and any investi-
gator may request access to the information stored in the data-
base.
In addition, ISGRD has started a collaborative study of
Bartter's syndrome, using both positional cloning and candidate
gene based approaches.
The success of the KidBase and of the studies it could engender
will depend to a large extent on the number of patients entered
into the database. We urge all of our colleagues to contribute their
patients. Those who have access to the Internet can do it directly.
Those who do not have access to the Internet may contact the
ISGRD office in USA or Europe. We will enter the data for them.
National Societies
The Secretary General of the International Society of Nephrology
is endeavoring to bring the Society's list of national societies
up-to-date. Many such national societies are not affiliated with the
ISN or their affiliation has lapsed. To retain their affiliated status
and to vote at the General Assembly, a list of individual members
is required to be sent annually. Secretaries of national societies
therefore are asked to provide the Secretary General with the
address to which correspondence should be sent, together with a
list of their officers and individual members, and a formal
application for affiliation where this has lapsed. Please send these
to Jan J. Weening, M.D., Academic Medical Center, Meiberg-
dreef 9, 1105 AZ Amsterdam, The Netherlands.
AwMos AND GRANTS
The Charles E. Culpepper Foundation 1996 Scholarships in
Medical Science
Up to three awards of $100,000 per year for three years will be
made to United States medical schools on behalf of candidates
who are U.S. citizens, received their degree from a U.S. medical
school in 1987 or later, and are judged worthy of support by virtue
of the quality of their research proposals by the Charles E.
Culpepper Foundation. No institution may nominate more than
